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CHAIR'S WELCOME

Dear readers,
 
Since its establishment in March, the PEST Committee has carried out its fact-
finding work at a steady pace. Seven meetings have been held at which the
European Commission, the European Food Safety Authority, competent
authorities of Member States and many experts have explained the procedure for
authorising pesticides in detail and answered Members’ questions orally as well
as in writing. The Committee has also made three delegation visits to EFSA in
Parma, the IARC in Lyon and the MUCF in Paris, including visits of two agriculture
research stations. We examined the EU authorisation procedure for pesticides
from all different angles, its independence from industry, the transparency of the
decision-making process and the means available.
 

After these five months of intense preparatory work, our two Co-Rapporteurs will present their draft report during the next meeting
to have a first exchange of views. However, this is not the point of arrival but only the first stage. We must do everything possible
to ensure the public health and safety of 500 million Europeans whom we represent and improve the authorisation procedure of
pesticides.
 
The Committee will vote its report in December. It will make any recommendations it considers necessary for the Union’s
authorisation procedure for pesticides to achieve a high level of protection of human and animal health and of the environment.
Our newsletter continues to keep you informed.
 
Enjoy the reading!
 
Eric Andrieu
Chair of the PEST Committee

UPCOMING MEETING

Meeting on 27 September 2018

Exchange of views on the draft report of the PEST Committee and study presentations

On Thursday , the PEST Committee will hold its first exchange of27 September
views on the draft report on the Union's authorisaton procedure for pesticides,
tabled by the two Co-Rapporteurs Mr  (EPP) and Mr Norbert LINS Bart STAES
(Greens/EFA). Since April the Committee undertook a series meetings including
six hearings and three fact-finding missions to gather all information available on
the practicalities and experiences on the EU authorisation procedure for
pesticides. Now it is up to the Co-Rapporteurs and the Members to integrate the
main findings on Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 gathered over the past five
months into their own initiative report . The deadline for2018/2153(INI)
amendments on the draft report is set for Thursday , the final 11 October 2018
vote in the PEST Committee will take place on Thursday . 6 December 2018
 
The second part of the PEST meeting will be committed to a joint debate on two
study projects commissioned by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific

and Quality of Life Policies: A  on "Guidelines for submission and evaluation of applications for the approval of activestudy
substances in pesticides" will be presented by Mr . Mr  will present his  on "The impact ofJohn NGANGA Nazim PUNJA briefing
Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 on innovation and development of alternatives and new plant protection products".
 
Draft agenda

 

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2018_directorate_b_pest_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-627.625%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2018)626072
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_BRI(2018)626063
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bPEST-OJ-20180927-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN


 

 

PAST HEARINGS

Hearing of 30 August 2018

Comparative analysis of authorisation procedures for pesticides in OECD countries

 

 

 

 

At the fifth public hearing of the PEST committee, held on , Members30 August 2018
were given the opportunity to obtain a first-hand information on the authorisation
procedures for pesticides of three selected OECD countries.
 
The following representatives of the national competent authorities of , Canada

 and the  gave short presentations and answered the questionsAustralia United States
raised by the PEST committee Members: Mr  (Australian PesticidesChris PARKER
and Veterinary Medicines Authority), Mr (Canadian PestRichard AUCOIN 
Management Regulatory Agency) and Mr (Office of pesticideRichard KEIGWIN 
programs of the US Environment Protection Agency). The last speaker had accepted
at very short notice to present the procedure of the US, as Ms Marylou VERDER-

 (California Department of Pesticide Regulation) had to cancel herCARLOS
participation at the last minute for professional reasons.
 

The experts pointed out that in their respective countries the active substances (AS) and plant protection products (PPPs) are being
evaluated through a risk-based approach. Whereas Canada and the US, systematically re-evaluate AS or PPPs every 15 years or in
case new scientific evidence is emerging, Australia only re-assesses AS or PPPs in case of new scientific evidence. Mr Keigwin
clarified that glyphosate, together with a series of other substances, is currently undergoing a regular re-evaluation process whose
results will be known towards the end of this year or beginning of next year. Mr  also insisted on the implementation of OECDAUCOIN
guidelines and recalled that Canada’s provinces may adopt stricter measures than those agreed at the federal level.
 
In the debate with Members, the re-evaluation of AS and PPPs (including glyphosate) was much discussed, together with how to define
an acceptable risk, risk mitigation measures and to what extent a precautionary approach was applied in these three countries, when
compared to the EU precautionary principle.
 
Further information

Hearing of 6 September 2018

Environmental impacts of pesticides, including mitigation measures at Member 
State level, and stakeholders' recommendations on the current EU regulation on 
the approval of plant protection products

The sixth and last public hearing of the
PEST committee was held on 6 September
2018. It was divided into two panels:  For the
first panel the following researchers had
been invited to give presentations on
“Environmental impacts of pesticides,
including mitigation measures at Member
State level”: Mr ,Jeroen VAN DER SLUIJS
Professor at the University of Bergen,
Norway and at the Utrecht University, the
Netherlands; Ms ,Noa SIMÓN-DELSO
Researcher at the Belgian Bee Keeping
Centre for Research and Information (CARI);
and Mr , Professor at theEttore CAPRI
European Observatory on Sustainable
Agriculture (OPERA) at the Catholic
University of Sacred Heart, Piacenza, Italy.
In the second panel the following experts
were given the opportunity to present their
contributions on “Stakeholders'
recommendations on the current EU regulation on the approval of plant protection products”: Ms , FoodFranziska ACHTERBERG
expert at Greenpeace Europe; Mr Researcher and Campaigner at Corporate Europe Observatory (CEO); and Mr Martin PIGEON, 

, Farmer & Chair of the Board at Crop Health and Protection (CHAP).John CHINN
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During the debate the following questions and topics were raised by the Members of the PEST Committee:

what kind of pesticides should be used, taking into account as well the need to feed a growing population;
how to take into account the scale of use when authorising pesticides while protecting the environment;
the need to set protection goals and thresholds;
the increased strength of substances used;
the alternatives to banned pesticides, especially neonicotinoids;
the manipulation of data in assessment studies in general, as well as the methodologies used when assessing pesticides;
the importance of up-dating guidelines to the latest science;
the reasons for the different conclusions in scientific studies (such as on glyphosate);
what recommendation on policies could be given.

Further information

USEFUL LINKS

 

 

 

 

PEST Calendar of meetings 2018
Vade mecum PEST
PEST Coordinators
Committee mandate Setting up a special committee on the Union’s authorisation procedure for pesticides as adopted by the 

European Parliament on 06-02-18
Rule 197 of EP rules of procedure on special committees
Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 on the placing of plant protection products on the market

Selected supporting analyses provided by EP services

Fact Sheet: Chemicals and pesticides (by PolDepA)
Fact Sheet: Food safety (by PolDepA)
Briefing: Authorisation of pesticides in the EU: With a focus on glyphosate (by EPRS)
In-Depth Analysis: EU policy and legislation on pesticides: Plant protection products and biocides (by EPRS)
Study: Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 on the placing of plant protection products on the market (by EPRS)
Study: Guidelines for submission and evaluation of applications for the approval of active substances in pesticides (by PolDepA)

For further links, please visit the PEST website.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_2.2.6.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_IDA%282017%29599428
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_STU%282018%29615668
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/sk/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU%282018%29626072
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/pest/home.html


 

 

CONTACTS AND SUGGESTIONS

For , please contact  or visit the  further information pest-secretariat@ep.europa.eu PEST website

Composition of PEST Secretariat:

Head of Secretariat:

 

Christina MALMROS

Administrators:

Nora HAHNKAMPER-VANDENBULCKE

Marc THOMAS

Marcus BREUER

Assistants:

Stefanie GROSS (committee assistant)

Despina ABATZIS

If you wish to receive the , please send an e-mail with your contact details and "PEST Newsletter" in the subject field PEST Newsletter
to: .pest-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

 

 

 

 

Next PEST committee meetings:

8 November 2018, 14:00 - 17:30 (Brussels)
27 November 2018, 15:00 - 18:30 (Brussels)
6 December 2018, 14:00 - 17:30 (Brussels)

 

 

 

 

 27 September 2018The closure date of the current issue:

 Marcus BREUER, Stefanie GROSSNewsletter Editors:

Legal Disclaimer:

The items contained herein are drafted by the PEST secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information purposes only.
The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
European Parliament. This PEST Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The PEST
secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.

Please note that the European Parliament does not accept any liability for the content of the information received; hence the provider of the
information remains solely and fully liable for compliance with applicable requirements under national rules and law as well as for the content of the
information provided.

 © European Parliament, © European UnioPictures: n.
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